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It is Christmas. The work has not yet been completed.  I pause to write this personal letter.  Amidst 

falling snow outside the frosted window... and the death of friend, a truly great man who has lived so 

much, I am targeting the signing of my name just before the stroke of Midnight of the new year... 1994.

AT LIFE'S EDGE, shall symbolically join the end points of two different times, two different worlds. 

I write to you this personal note, which like the music, is a kind of prayer for all of us.  If only I could 

share with you those things I did not write.  So much swirled in heart and mind prior to the selection of 

notes offered in this humble work.

What I have chosen to say... in my own mind and heart, needed to be said.  Though I feel brave about 

offering something so simple, that bravery is made small by still, yet a greater bravery, that of Gerhardt 

Zimmerman's championing.  It is further made safe by an audience who loved S-Matrix, Symphony 

#Numberless.  

I am still that same boy... and perhaps, I shall always be, offering back what I deeply believe touches all of 

us.  I am certainly the littlest of the "little drummer boys".

I cannot think of the contest to be won, the gigantic idea to capture, the glorious to be glorified.  I can only 

think, as each note touches paper, that I am writing for a cause far more important... you, my children in 

the Future.  It is as though each note were a word in a letter.  

Beyond the "sound", there are the many unspoken notes, the ones not written, the ones which, like the 

silence of the falling snow, seem to speak the strongest.

What was it I hoped you would hear?  That question, when asked, makes you the best of Listeners.  

Without a listener there is no Music.  So thank you, Gerhardt, thank you, symphony musicians and thank 

you, dear listener, for helping me to "write" this music.

Godspeed.   Stephen Melillo








